
 

Colorado Firearm Deaths 
Injury, Suicide, and Violence Prevention Branch 

Firearm Deaths in Colorado 
2010-2015 

1% 

79% 

18% 

1% 
1% 

12% 

50% 

38% 

Unintentional 

Suicide 

Homicide 

Undetermined 

Legal Intervention 

Deaths resulting from firearms are an important and complex public health issue in Colorado. 

All Firearm Deaths in Colorado 
For every unintentional firearm death from 2010-
2015, there were approximately 18 firearm 
homicides and 78 firearm suicides (Figure 1).1  

From 2010 through 2015, 3,771 people died in 
Colorado as a result of firearms. The majority of 
firearm deaths were among males (85 percent). 
Firearm deaths can be categorized by intent: 
suicide, homicide, unintentional (or accidental), 
undetermined and legal intervention.  

For all ages, firearm suicides outnumbered 
firearm homicides by four to one. For youth 
under the age of 20 years killed by firearms in 
Colorado, 50 percent were suicides and 38 
percent were homicides (Figure 2).1  

Figure 2. Firearm deaths by intent: Colorado occurrences, 2010-2015 

 

Of the firearm deaths from 2010 – 2014 where the circumstances are know and available, 
handguns were used in 63 percent of firearm deaths, rifles or shotguns in 18 percent, and the 
remaining 19 percent were other or unknown firearms.2

In recent years there have been more firearm deaths in Colorado than motor vehicle deaths 
(Figure 3).1 From 2010 to 2015, Colorado experienced a 26 percent increase in firearm deaths, 
mainly due to increases in firearm suicides and homicides. 

Figure 3. Firearm and motor vehicle deaths: Colorado occurrences, 2010 – 20151 
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Suicide Prevention 
Resources 

Colorado Crisis Services 
1-844-493-TALK
Or text “Talk” to 38255
www.coloradocrisisservices.org

National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline: 
800.273.TALK (8255) 

Colorado Office of Suicide 
Prevention  
www.coosp.org 

Suicide Prevention Coalition of 
Colorado 
www.suicidepreventioncolorado.org 

American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention 
 www.afsp.org 

American Association of 
Suicidology  
www.suicidology.org 

Suicide Prevention Resource 
Center 
www.sprc.org 

Other Firearm Violence 
Prevention Resources 

Safe to Tell 
safe2tell.org 

Law Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence  
smartgunlaws.org 

Colorado School Safety Resource 
Center 
www.colorado.gov/cssrc 

Harvard Means Matter 
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/me
ans-matter/ 

Violence & Injury Prevention 
– Mental Health Promotion

Branch 

Office of Suicide Prevention 
Sarah Brummett 

303-692-2369
Sarah.Brummett@state.co.us 

 

Figure 1. Proportion of Firearm Deaths1
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1. Source:  Vital Statistics Program, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 11AUG2016 
2. Source:  Colorado Violent Death Reporting System, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 11AUG2016

Results are from 2010-2014, the latest results available.
May 2017

Suicide by Firearm 

Of the firearm deaths from 2010 – 2015 where firearm details were know and available, 
handguns were used in 63 percent of firearm deaths, rifles or shotguns in 17 percent, and the 
remaining 20 percent were other or unknown firearms.2

Figure 3: Suicide deaths by firearms in Colorado2 

In suicide deaths by firearm from 
2010-2015 where one or more 
circumstances of the death are 
available (~91 percent), the most 
common circumstance for both 
males and females was depressive 
mood identified by family or 
friends at the time of the death 
(Figure 4).2 Females were more 
likely than males to be reported 

with current mental health problems and current or past treatment for mental illness. Male 
suicides were slightly more likely to be associated with problems with alcohol, job troubles, or 
financial problems.

Figure 4: Known suicide firearm death circumstances by gender: Colorado 
occurrences, 2010-20152

Homicide by Firearm 

An average of 112 homicides by firearm occurred annually in Colorado from 2010 through 
2015.1 In homicide deaths by firearm where the circumstances surrounding the death are 

available, the largest percentage was the result of an argument (39 percent).2   More than a 
third (37 percent) of homicides by firearm are precipitated by another crime. Males and 
persons whose race and ethnicity are Hispanic or Black are over represented as victims of 
homicide by firearm, compared to the size of these groups in the Colorado population. Of 

homicide firearm deaths in Colorado, 78 percent were male.1  

Unintentional Firearm Deaths 

There are approximately 6 unintentional (often referred to as accidental) firearm deaths 

annually in Colorado.1 Of the 38 unintentional firearm deaths from 2010 through 2015, just 6 
(16 percent) occurred among children and youth aged 0-14 years, and 84 percent of 

unintentional firearm deaths were among men of all ages.1  
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